Book reviews
Nature of Rheumatic Heart Disease: with Special Reference to Myocardial Disease and Heart Failure by George E Murphy MD pp 95 illustrated 28s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox 1960 In this monograph the author presents his thesis for the origins of Aschoff bodies from muscle cells rather than from connective tissue. His arguments and experiments are amply supported by 162 beautifully reproduced photomicrographs. Using a specially bred stock of rabbits Murphy has most successfully produced rheumatic myocardial lesions comparable to those found in man. These 'Aschoff bodies' are convincingly shown to be the result of fragmentation of myofibres both in striated and in smooth muscle. The latter finding is new and helps to explain rheumatic lesions in sites such as the valves and atrium where connective tissue changes are usually invoked as the cause.
Clinicians will be interested in Murphy's observations on chronic rheumatic heart disease. He believes that Aschoff bodies in left atrial biopsies and in ventricular muscle signify a grade of rheumatic activity that the usual laboratory tests are too insensitive to detect. Such local myocardial lesions cause heart failure in florid acute carditis and may similarly cause myocardial failure in certain cases of chronic rheumatic heart disease.
Before abandoning the connective tissue concept, pathologists will demand histochemical support for Murphy's myogenic thesis. Moreover, recent studies have shown chemical differences between muscle fibres and Aschoff cells. Furthermore, no observations have been made in this study on rheumatic nodules, and if the existence of fibrinoid is denied in the myocardium is it acceptable at other sites? A parochial criticism of this otherwise comprehensive monograph is the absence of reference to recent British work in this field.
Highlights of Ophthalmology 1960 edited by Benjamin F Boyd MD FACS DABO 2nd ed pp xxiii + 312 illustrated Panama: 1960 The second edition of 'Highlights of Ophthalmology' follows the principles accepted in the production of the first. The book presents advances in current thinking, culled from personal interviews with outstanding teachers and from contributions to recent scientific meetings throughout the world. There is a bias in favour of ophthalmic surgery with sections devoted to instruments in ophthalmic surgery, new developments in the operating theatre, enzymatic zonulysis, advances in cataract surgery, and plastic and reconstructive surgery of the eyelids, cornea and conjunctiva. The new edition maintains the high standard set by its predecessor and is to be recommended for the library of all practising surgeons.
The author of 'Highlights' has also developed a new idea for the communication of new work in ophthalmology to his colleagues throughout the world. He has prepared recordings of the latest advances and proposes to issue such long-playing records (or magnetic tapes) at frequent intervals. The fourth disc is entirely concerned with the subject of glaucoma, and sums up the work of Chandler, Goldmann and Leydhecker in a concise and clear presentation.
The Eye and its Function by R A Weale PhD DSC pp 209 illustrated 55s London: Hatton Press 1960 For the ophthalmologist accustomed to deal in great part with ocular dysfunctions, it is salutary to read the first edition of Dr Weale's book on the normal eye and its function. The striking features of his monograph are the extraordinary adaptability of the eye towards the many tasks imposed upon it in health, and the precise scientific approach of the author to the measurement of the eye's delicate achievements.
He begins with a chapter on the developing eye as an introduction, and then proceeds to describe his own field of interest in nutrition, visual pigments, the visual pathway, the retinal image, the stimulated eye, spectral sensitivity and colour vision. Each chapter is introduced by simple and fundamental observations and leads gently to the biochemical, mathematical and optical aspects of the subject under discussion. To the clinician much of the text is difficult to grasp completely, but this is no fault of the author who is tackling and explaining highly complex and integrated processes. The final chapters, on the intraocular muscles, binocular vision, the protection of the eye and the effects of some drugs, deal with the basis of everyday problems found in the ophthalmic clinic. It is a pleasure to find the two convergent approaches so well synthesized under one cover, and the book should appeal to a wide audience.
